Section B: Composition
Answer one question from Section B


Write about 350 to 450 words on one of the following questions. Answer on your question paper. 

Up to 16 marks are available for the content and structure of your answer, and up to 24 marks for the style and accuracy of your writing.

[40 marks]


EITHER

Descriptive Writing

2  Describe the inside of a workshop and the person who owns it.

OR

Descriptive Writing

3  Describe what you see and experience as you dive downwards to explore under the sea.

OR

Descriptive Writing

4 Describe an area that was once beautiful but is now spoiled.

OR

Descriptive Writing

5  Describe a carnival, parade or procession. 









STRUCTURE GUIDE FOR IGCSE FLE DESCRIPTIVE WRITING

This sample guide is based on the following question:


Descriptive Writing

5  Describe the last moments before you leave a place forever


START

Dominant impression (Introduction): 
The narrator feels nostalgic about leaving a house (location of significance) that held such happy memories for him.

Remember to use techniques from A FOREST
Paragraph 1:
 “I take one last, long look at the pitiful emptiness of the living room, painfully aware that we will soon be parted” 

Paragraph 2: 
“What strikes me is just how much more wall there seems to be now that the place has been gutted, hollowed, desolated” – Zoom in on the interior of the house now
· Focus on the emptiness of the room-how vapid, colourless, grey is it
· Stains on the walls/floor
· Personify it- make it seem unwell, pale where once it had character and vibrancy- “it is a limbo- neither here nor there, stuck between the past and the future, devoid of purpose and time, like a convict waiting for release” 
· Anaemic, insipid. 

Paragraph 3: 
“ It never used to be like this.” – Zoom in on memories 
· Flashback structure. Memories of noise and colour and energy and laughter (listing for a sense of life and dynamism)
· Focus on the room, maybe during an event? At Christmas: the smells, the sounds, the sights. Extend the metaphor- the room was a gift of love and warmth, but now is like the unwanted boxes, discarded, disregarded.
· End with the realisation that it is not the walls or the floors that breathe life into a place- it’s the ones you love.

Paragraph 4:
 “I close the door behind me and head down the path that will lead me away forever” 
· Turns around- looks back at the exterior of the house.
· Describe the first time you saw it- the people there, the neighbours, the community around it. Change to feelings of resentment that it was not the house you grew up in.
· Compare that memory to now: old, put up for sale, as you leave

END
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Marking criteria for Section B

Table D, Composition: Content and structure

Level | Marks General and specific marking criteria
6 14-16 General

*  Contentis highly focused on the task, complex and engaging. (W1)
e Structure is secure, well balanced and carefully managed for deliberate

effect. (W2)
Specific — descriptive Specific — narrative

e Creates well-defined and e Crafts a well-defined and strongly
developed ideas and images in developed plot in response to the
response to the prompt to offer a prompt.
convincing overall picture.

e Uses features of descriptive e Uses features of fiction
writing such as close observation, writing such as description,
effective use of figurative language characterisation and effective
and varieties of focus. climax, with convincing details.

5 11-13 General

*  Contentis well focused on the task, developed and mostly engaging. (W1)
e Structure is well managed, with some choices made for deliberate effect.
(W2)

Specific — descriptive Specific — narrative

e Offers some well-chosen images e The plot is defined and developed

and details in response to the with features of fiction writing such
prompt to give a mostly convincing as description, characterisation,
picture. climax and details.

4 8-10 General

*  Content is focused on the task with some development. (W1)
e Structure is competently managed. (W2)

Specific — descriptive Specific — narrative
*  Aselection of partially effective e The plot is relevant and cohesive;
ideas, images and details. begins to use features such as
characterisation and setting of
scene.
3 5-7 General

*  Content shows some focus on the task, is straightforward and briefly
developed. (W1)
e Structure is mostly organised but may not always be effective. (W2)

Specific — descriptive Specific — narrative
e Aseries of generally relevant e The plot is straightforward, with
details, with limited use of the limited use of the features of
features of descriptive writing. narrative writing.
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Level | Marks General and specific marking criteria
2 34 General
*  Content lacks focus and is simple; ideas and events may be limited. (W1)
e Structure is partially organised. (W2)
Specific — descriptive Specific — narrative
*  Occasionally relevant with limited | »  Events are only partially linked
detail. andfor lack clarity.
1 1-2 General
«  Content is occasionally relevant or clear. (W1)
e Structure is limited and ineffective. (W2)
Specific — descriptive Specific — narrative
e The description is unclear. e The narrative lacks coherence.
0 0 No creditable content.

Table E, Composition: Style and accuracy

Level

Marks

Description

21-24

Precise, well-chosen vocabulary and varied sentence structures, chosen for
effect. (W3)

Highly effective use of language to engage the reader. (W4)

Spelling, punctuation and grammar almost always accurate. (W5)

17-20

Mostly precise vocabulary and a range of sentence structures mostly used
for effect. (W3)

Effective use of language to engage the reader. (W4)

Spelling, punctuation and grammar mostly accurate, with occasional minor
errors. (W5)

13-16

Some precise vocabulary and a range of sentence structures sometimes
used for effect. (W3)

Sometimes effective use of language to engage the reader. (W4)
Spelling, punctuation and grammar generally accurate though with some
errors. (W5)

9-12

Simple vocabulary and a range of straightforward sentence structures. (W3)
Some awareness of the reader. (W4)

Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar, sometimes affecting
communication. (W5)

Limited and/or imprecise vocabulary and sentence structures. (W3)
Limited awareness of the reader. (W4)

Persistent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar, occasionally
impeding communication. (W5)

1-4

Frequently imprecise vocabulary and sentence structures. (W3)
Very limited awareness of the reader. (W4)

Persistent errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar impede
communication. (W5)

0

0

No creditable content.
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