Question 4:


Read Text C and then answer Question 4 on lined paper.

Read this extract from Act 1, Scene 5 of Romeo and Juliet, then answer the question that follows. 

SERVINGMEN come forth with napkins.
FIRST SERVINGMAN
Where’s Potpan, that he helps not to take away?
He shift a trencher? he scrape a trencher?

SECOND SERVINGMAN
When good manners hall lie all in one or two men’s hands, and they unwashed too, ‘tis a foul thing.

FIRST SERVINGMAN
Away with the join-stools, remove the courtcupboard, look to the plate.
Good thou, save me a piece of marchpane, and as thou loves me, let the porter let in Susan Grindstone and Nell.
[Exit Second Servingman]
Anthony and Potpan!
[Enter two more SERVINGMEN.]

THIRD SERVINGMAN 
Ay, boy, read.

FIRST SERVINGMAN
You are looked for and called for, asked for and sought for, in the great chamber.

FOURTH SERVINGMAN
We cannot be here and there too. Cheerly, boys, be brisk a while, and the longer liver take all.
[They retire behind

Enter [CAPULET, LADY CAPULET, JULIET, TYBALT and his PAGE, NURSE, and] all the GUESTS and GENTLEWOMEN to the Maskers.

CAPULET
Welcome, gentlemen! Ladies that have their toes
Unplagued with corns will walk a bout with you.
Ah, my mistresses, which of you all
Will now deny to dance? She that makes dainty,
She, I’ll swear hath corns. Am I come near ye now?
Welcome, gentlemen! I have seen the day
That I have worn a visor and could tell
A whispering tale in a fair lady’s ear,
Such as would please; ‘tis gone, ‘tis gone, ‘tis gone/
You are welcome, gentlemen. Come, musicians, play.

A hall, a hall, give room! And foot it, girls.

More light, you knaves, and turn the tables up;
And quench the fire, the room is grown too hot.
Ah, sirrah, this unlooked-for sport comes well.
Nay, sit, nay, sit, good Cousin Capulet,
For you and I are past our dancing days.
How long is’t now since last yourself and I
Were in a mask?

COUSIN CAPULET
Berlady, thirty years.

CAPULET
What, man, ‘tis not so much, ‘tis not so much:
‘Tis since the nuptial of Lucentio,
Come Pentescost as quickly as it will,
Some five and twenty years, and then we masked.

COUSIN CAPULET
‘Tis more, ‘tis more, his son is elder, sir;
His son is thirty.

CAPULET
Will you tell me that?
His son was but a ward two years ago.


ROMEO
[To a Servingman] What lady’s that which doth enrich the hand
Of yonder knight?

SERVINGMAN
I know not, sir.

ROMEO
O she doth teach the torches to burn bright!
It seems she hands upon the cheek of night
As a rich jewel in an Ethiop’s ear —
Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear:
So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows,
As yonder lady o’er her fellows shows.
The measure done, I’ll watch her place of stand,
And touching hers, make blessed my rude hand.
Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight!
For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night!

Question 4:

You have been sent by a television station to report on the Capulets’ Feast from Act 1, Scene 5. You secure interviews with various servingmen. You ask the following three questions:

· what is the hardest part of managing a Feast of this size?
· who is attending the old accustomed Capulet Feast?
· could you share anything that you heard or saw at the Capulet Feast?

Use your own words to write the following interview and make sure to address all three bullet points.

You do not need to use Shakespearen language, but you should cover details from the extract and aim to convincingly capture what the servingmen understood about the Capulet Feast.

Write about 250 to 300 words. 
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Up to 10 marks are available for reading and up to 10 marks for writing.
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